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Notes from In Good Company group discussion on 11th December 2007
The Need for a Counselling Service for Young People

Bob Haynes from Hype in Slough has met with a group of people from the Children and Young People’s Voluntary sector forum who recognise that there is a need, in Slough, for a designated counselling service for young people.  
The group at In Good Company followed up with a discussion and the following points were made:

1. There is currently no dedicated youth counselling service available in Slough where young people can go to.

2. There is a need for a counselling service for young people from school year 6 (11 year olds) upwards and for young people older than 18 years.
3. Premises are a key issue along with outreach work
4. Berkshire NSPCC project already offer counselling therapy offered by social workers.  The group was not sure what level of counselling training they had. 
5. At this stage no need to define what a counselling service would look it is just important to acknowledge that Slough needs a counselling service for young people.  

6. There is a database of evidence available to support any funding bid for a counselling service through Slough Young People’s Centre. 

7. Currently there are pockets of expertise in existing organisations who could offer counselling if you know where to find them but they are not always the right fit. 
What is the Way forward?

1. For one statutory organisation to host a ring fenced identifiable counselling service for young people. 
2. For the voluntary sector to put together a bid for a counselling 

         service for young people for a three year period. 
