The Voice Report 27th August 2008
Slough Council for Voluntary Service has held a number of events over the last year, which have provided a platform for debate and discussion for groups and communities around Slough.  The Voice event was one of these as it marked a significant occasion when over 60 people came together to give their vision to help improve the outcomes of children and young people in Slough.  The day was attended by 15 young people from ‘Vibe’ who gave a fantastic performance highlighting the importance of ‘Positive Partnerships’ and two workshops which enabled the delegates to participate in decision making through the Children and Young Peoples Voluntary Sector Forum.

Aim

To bring together a wide range of Children and Young People’s groups to empower and encourage them to come together through the Children and Young People’s Voluntary Sector Forum in order to have a concerted impact on decision making in Slough and to have one voice through a forum or something similar.
Some of the changes that people would like to see 
· To access youth centres

· To help groups work together to help access better facilities and premises
· Accessible and affordable premises for groups to hire
· Support from Education and Children services for your group

· To recognise a positive way for the Youth Services to work in partnership with us 

· Recognise a way for the youth service to understand and use the voluntary sector effectively

· To make sure that the ‘COMPACT’ is used effectively by all so that the Voluntary Sector is treated as an equal partner.
Some of the changes that people would like to see from previous events 
Make Sure You Heard 2nd November 2007

· Not enough youth centres

· Not enough places to play for children

· Recreation grounds are not suitable for disabled children

· Young people need more facilities and activities

· More money to Slough families

Slough Community Network 16th June 2007

· Involve existing youth groups in more recreation activities

· Identify where youths are and involve them in an educational project linking up with partners, to get ideas, eg. The green Party

· Engage those ‘hanging out’ outside of school, target them and get them really involved.  Need a core of young people to start it off.

· Get to where the youths are on their home ground

· Close the generation gap – we don’t consult them and ask them.  Need to ask them what their barriers, why they don’t use existing facilities set up for them.
Moving Forward

We can see that over the year various groups and members of the community have shared a ‘vision’ for the children and young people in Slough and that there is a ‘real’ concern.  It was suggested at the Voice event that groups should come together as one Voice through the Forum for example:
· To keep an eye on what young people want and to address the needs

· Through the forum plan and set goals to achieve results

· Members to take accountability of issues and carry them forward through wider representation

· To get creative and youth and groups to work together

· Flag up the needs of Children and Young People’s groups through the forum and giving the groups an opportunity to stand up and say what their purpose is and what they stand for.  Many group work with many different cultures and it is important for the different groups to share their cultures with each other through the forum
· The forum should try and engage a wide range of children and young people groups as possible and also young people themselves.

· Shared ownership of the Forum with a rotating Chair in order for their to be a network of people to share ideas 

· Organise the Forum on various geographical areas in order to reach as many people as possible 

· Identifying Gaps 

The next Children and Young People’s Forum will be held at Slough West Indian Peoples Enterprise – Chaired by Jamie Green on 16th December at 10am.

We will be looking at a new Terms of Reference for the Forum and an insight into the new Champions Membership around participation and representation.

If you would like to access any more information on The Voice event or The Children and Young Peoples Forum please contact Jesal Dhokia at jesal@sloughcvs.org.uk or 01753 219117.
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